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unable to recognise the typicality of the cari-
catures which other nations draw of ourselves.
A German fails to recognise the English idea of
the German as a man who, after a meal of
gigantic proportions and incredible potations,
among the smoke of endless cigars, will discuss
the terminology of the absolute, and burst into
tears over a verse of poetry or a strain of music.
Similarly the Englishman cannot divine what is
meant by the Englishman of the French stage,
with his long whiskers, his stiff pepper-and-salt
clothes, walking arm-in-arm with a raw-boned
wife, short-skirted and long-toothed, with a bevy
of short-skirted and long-toothed daughters
walking behind.
But if it requires a robust humorist to perceive
the absurdity of his own nation, what intensity of
humour is required for a man to see the absurdity
of himself 1 To acquiesce in appearing ridiculous
is the height of philosophy. We are glad enough
to amuse other people intentionally, but how many
men does one know who do not resent amusing
other people unintentionally ? Yet if one were a
true philanthropist, how delighted we ought to be
to afford to others a constant feast of innocent and
joyful contemplation.
But the fact which emerges from all these con-
siderations is the fact that we do not give humour
its place of due dignity in the moral and emotional